
GER 382M/LIN 393:  


Theories of Language: Origins and Impact of German Philology

Instructor: Katherine Arens
Unique:  31530


Dept. of Germanic Languages
Meeting: M 4-7 pm, RAS 215


(512) 471-4123


Office Hours: TTH 8:30-9:20 and by appointment
Office:  E.P. Schoch 3.128

Description:


This course will develop a profile for German philology as part of the general intellectual history of the late eighteenth century through the late nineteenth century.  At the start of the emergence of a modern philosophy of language, we find Herder's Abhandlung über den Ursprung der Sprache, followed shortly by Humboldt's work, Friedrich Schlegel's work on "Hindi,"  August Wilhelm Schlegel's work on meter and rhyme, Fichte's essay on "Sprache und Sprachfähigkeit,"  and Steinthal's work on the relation of psychology to a scientific study of language.  These texts helped establish the fundamental questions of what was to become German philology:  about usage, cognition, phonological, sociological, and syntactical pressure on language variation, and "inner" or "deep" structure of language.


A later generation (Leskien, Schleicher, Osthoff, Brugmann, Paul-- the latter three most closely identified as Neogrammarians) turned the earlier generation's philosophies into a systematic science and university discipline -- combining fieldwork (sources for their dialect geographies, editions, and language descriptions still partially in use today) with less-well- attended modifications of a theory of language use.  Important in this context will also be the recent claim by O. Amsterdamska that questions the unified identity of a "Neogrammarian" approach to philology.  Closer to the turn of the century, further modifications to the discipline of philology arose, where offshoot disciplines evolved from the well-publicized advances in philology proper (Bréal, Saussure, Wundt, Mach).


The goal of this course is to read these texts in the contexts of the various disciplines from which they stemmed and to which they ultimately contributed -- outlining a much broader picture of the role of philology/linguistics in the human sciences than is generally considered today.

Assignments/Grading:


-readings for each class, arranged roughly chronologically as indicated above


-one test = 30% of grade


-five one-page analyses (précis; each graded all or nothing) = 30% of grade


-one 15-page paper, due   = 40% of grade

Texts:


Hans Arens (no relation), Sprachwissenschaft


Lehmann, A Reader in Historical I-E Linguistics


Hans Helmut Christmann, ed.   Sprachwissenschaft des 19. Jahrhunderts 


Various texts on reserve

Origin and Impact of German Philology:  Syllabus 

**Note:  Since we lose a week due to MLK Monday, please read the following texts for the first class meeting.  See bibliography for details of availability.

Week 1:  (Jan. 24)  Introduction : The History of the Language Sciences


The Historiographic Question:  Why the Histories of Disciplines?


Konrad Koerner, Practicing Linguistic Historiography



"On 'Unrewriting the History of Linguistics,'" 3-12



"On the Problem of 'Influence' in Linguistic Historiography," 31-46



"Models in Linguistic Historiography,"  47-59



"Continuities and Discontinuities in the History of Linguistics," 69-78

SECTION 1: Precursors

Week 2:   (Jan. 31) The Late Eighteenth Century:  The Sanskrit Connection --



The Relation of Language and Culture 


Lehmann:  Sir William Jones, "The Third Anniversery Discourse on the Hindus," 7-20


Lehmann: Rasmus Rask, "An Investigation Concerning the Source of the Old Northern or 

Icelandic Language," 29-37


Lehmann: F. Schlegel, On the Language and Wisdom of the Indians, 21-28 [English]



=Über Sprache und Weisheit der Indier, Erstes Buch, 107-189 [right-hand 

pages only]


Background:  Arens, Erster Teil, III.2, 18. Jahrhundert, 106-134



III.3: Der Stand der Sprachwissenschaft beim Bekanntwerden des Sanskrits, 


134-152



 Zweiter Teil, Einleitung & I: Auftakt --Schlegel, 155-169

Week 3: ( Feb. 7) New Model of Language and Mind:  The German Connection


J.G. Herder, Abhandlung über den Ursprung der Sprache, esp. Teil 1 & 2; 85-128 [E] 



"On Recent German Literature: First Collection of Fragments," Selected Early 

Works, 85-165


Fichte, "Von der Sprachfähigkeit und dem Ursprung der Sprache," 91-127


Background:  Aarsleff,  From Locke to Saussure, "The Tradition of Condillac," 146-209


**Precis due:  Jones, Rask, Fichte, or one Herder Part

SECTION 2: Beginnings of German Philology

Week 4: (Feb. 14)  Romantic Science of Culture


Christmann:  Grimm, Jean Paul . . . , 7-18


Lehmann: Jacob Grimm, "Germanic Grammar," 46-60


Jacob Grimm, "Über den Ursprung der Sprache," I. 256-299



Deutsche Grammatik, 1. Theil, "Vorrede," and "Einige Hauptsätze," II. 25-55


Lehmann: Franz Bopp, "On the Conjugational System of the Sanskrit Language," 38-45


A.W. Schlegel, "Briefe über Poesie, Silbenmaß und Sprache," 141-180



 "Betrachtungen über Metrik," 181-218


Background:  Arens, Zweiter Teil, II. Romantische Geisteswissenschaft (Humboldt, 

Bopp, A.W. Schlegel, Grimm),  170-227


**Precis due: any essay from this week

Week 5:  (Feb. 21) Origin of Modern Linguistics:  Wilhelm von Humboldt


Lehmann:  Humboldt, "On the Structural Variety of Human Language," 61-66


Christmann: Humboldt, Natur der Sprache, 19-49


Mueller-Vollmer, "Thinking and Speaking"


**Please read the "Background" texts, as well


Background:  Konrad Koerner, Practicing Linguistic Historiography,  "On the Problem 

of 'Influence' in Linguistic Historiography," 31-46


Chomsky, Cartesian Linguistics, "Introduction," and "Creative Aspect of Language Use," 

1-30


Aarsleff, From Locke to Saussure, "The History of Linguistics and Professor Chomsky,"  

101-119

SECTION 3: Professionalization and Disciplinary Closure

Week 6:  (Feb. 28) Science and Method, 1


Christmann: Steinthal, Über den Wandel der Lauts und des Begriffs, 50-66


Christmann:  Curtius,  Philologie und Sprachwissenschaft, 67-84


Christmann:  Schleicher, Die Darwinsche Theorie und die Sprachwissenschaft, 85-108


Kristeva, Language, The Unknown, Chap. 18: "Language as History,"  193-216


Background:  Arens, Zweiter Teil, III. Der Weg zur Naturwissenschaft (Pott, Steinthal, 

Schleicher, Curtius), 228-276



IV. Neuer Anstoss (Steinthal, Whitney, Scherer), 277-300

Week 7: ( Mar. 7) Science and Method, 2


Christmann:  Whitney, Schleicher und die naturwissenschaftliche Sprachauffassung, 

109-145


Christmann:  Scherer, Rezension, 181-189


Lehmann:  August Schleicher, "Introduction to a Compendium of the Comparative 

Grammar," 87-96


Lehmann:  Karl Verner, "An Exception to the First Sound Shift," 132-163 


**Precis due: any text from this or last week

**Spring Break:  Mar. 12-20

SECTION 4: Junggrammatiker

Week 8: (Mar. 21) Origin of a New (?) Approach, Stress on Phonology


Christmann: Osthoff/Brugmann, Vorwort zu "Morphologische Untersuchungen", 190-208



          (also Lehmann 197-209)


Christmann:  Osthoff, Formenbildung, 209-225


Christmann:  Misteli, Rezension, 226-247


Lehmann: Karl Brugmann, "Nasalis sonans in the Original Indo-European Language," 

190-196


Leskien, Die Deklination im Slawisch-Litauischen und Germanischen, Introduction


Background:  Arens, Zweiter Teil, V. Auswirkung (Schmidt, Leskien, Verner, 

Brugmann, Junggrammatiker, "Die Gegner"), 301-324, 337-374


Konrad Koerner, Practicing Linguistic Historiography, "The Neogrammarian Doctrine:  

Breakthrough or Extension of the Schleicherian Paradigm,"  79-100

Week 9:  (Mar. 28) Hermann Paul: The Science Question, Redux


Hermann Paul, Principien der Sprachgeschichte, "Einleitung," Chaps. 1:  Allgemeines 

über das Wesen der Sprachentwicklung/Language Development;  Chap. 2:  Die 

Sprachspaltung/Language Splits;  Chap. 5:  Analogie;  Chap. 6:  Die syntaktische 

Grundverhältnisse/Basic Syntactic Relationships  [NOTE:  use chapters with these 

titles in whatever edition you have-- all vary slightly]


Christmann: Bloomfield, Über die Wahrscheinlichkeit, 248-259



Bloomfield, "Language or Ideas," in Katz, Philosophy of Linguistics, 19-25


Christmann: Gabelentz, Pott,  268-274


Background:  Olga Amsterdamska, Schools of Thought, esp. Chapter IV: "The 

Neogrammarian Doctrine" and Chapter V:  "The Neogrammarian Revolution from 

Above," 90-143


**Precis due: any Neogrammarian essay

SECTION 5: (Apr. 4)  Sprache, Geist und Volksgeist

Week 10: Language as Culture -- Völkerpsychologie


Wundt, Völkerpsychologie, I, "Vorwort," "Inhalt," "Einleitung," 1-39



=  Elements of Folk Psychology, "Preface," "Contents,"  "Introduction, " "Chapter 

1," 1-10, 53-67 [Note:  a short version of complete text;  less "scientific."]


Ernst Mach, Knowledge and Error, essays 2, 3, 7, & 8, pp. 15-36, 79-104 [read the 

English]


Christmann: Schuchardt, Sprachwissenschaft, 275-282


Lehmann:  William Dwight Whitney, "Language and the Study of Language," 225-256


Background:  Arens, Dritter Teil, I. Neubesinnung (Finck, Wundt, Husserl, Noreen, 

Saussure), 403-459

Week 11: (Apr. 11) Language as Mind


Sapir, Language, "Contents," "I. Introductory," and "II. The Elements of Speech," vii-41


Whorf, Language, Thought, and Reality



"Grammatical Categories," 87-101



"The Relation of Habitual Thought and Behavior to Language," 134-159



"Science and Linguistics," 207-219


Background:  Arens, Dritter Teil, II. Die alten Probleme (Boas, Trubetzkoy, Sapir, 

Wittgenstein), 485-511


**Precis due: any essay from this or last week


**Take-home test passed out

Week 12: (Apr. 18) Language and Philosophy


Husserl, Logical Investigations, "Investigation IV:  The Distinction Between Independent 

and Non-Independent Meanings and the Idea of Pure Grammar," II. 491-529



= Logische Untersuchungen, "IV.  Der Unterschied der selbständigen und 

unselbständigen Bedeutungen und die Idee der reinen Grammatik," II. 294-342


Wittgenstein, Blue and Brown Books, "The Blue Book," 1-74


Kristeva, Language, The Unknown, Chap. 19: "Structural Linguistics,"  217-261


Background:  Arens, Dritter Teil, III. Deutung der Sprache (Cassirer, Sapir & Whorf, 

Bühler, Bloomfield),  524-564


**Take-home test due back

SECTION 6: (Apr. 25) Epigones and Historiography

Week 13: Bréal: The French Connection


Bréal, The Beginnings of Semantics, "The Latent Concepts of Language," 79-92



"The Science of Language," 123-136



"The Intellectual Laws of Language:  A Sketch in Semantics," 137-144



"The History of Words,"  152-175



"Language and Nationality,"  199-220


Background:   Aarsleff,  From Locke to Saussure,  "Bréal, 'la sémantique,' and 

Saussure,"  382-398

Week 14: (May 2) Saussure and Structuralism


Saussure, Course in General Linguistics, "Introduction," 1-32 [1966 ed.]


Lehmann: Fernande de Saussure, "Mémoire on the Primitive System of Vowels," 217-224


Garvin, ed. Prague School Reader



-Havránek, "The Functional Differentiation of the Standard Language," 3-16



-Mukarovsky, "Standard Language and Poetic Language," 17-30


Hjelmslev, "Structural Analysis of Language," in Katz, Philosophy of Linguistics, 

163-171


Kristeva, Language, The Unknown, Chap. 22: "Semiotics," 295-308


Background:  Arens, Dritter Teil, IV: Wirkung Saussures, 573-575


**Final Paper Due:   Friday, May 13, 5 pm   (official final starts at 7:00)

Paper Description

Paper Length:  15-page paper 

Due Date:  

Part of Class Grade:  40% of grade

Topic: The idea of this project is to allow the student to pursue one aspect of the course in depth, to accompany the historical overview of the readings with a chance to do more in-depth analysis of one philologist/linguist from the point of view of the history of ideas.


The goal of this assignment is not to turn out a fully-researched and -articulated paper.  Instead, each person is supposed to go back to one of the philologists read in the course (or an alternate of the same type), check out the body of work s/he produced, and figure out where that person fits historically as well as linguistically.


Paper will have several sections that each represent the process of working out a project in the history of the language sciences.


1.  Overview of the person's professional activities and publications (bio-bibliography).


2.  Statement of the received view of the person's contributions to the study of language.


3.  Analysis of the adequacy of the received view of the person;  e.g.: 



-where does study of language fit into the person's greater project



-where does this work fit into one or more disciplines



-group formation or teaching influence.


4.  Statement of what really needs to be worked on about the person, with an example on how the reading of a sample text or experiment or contribution would be altered or revalued.


5. [NOTE: may be part of 4]  Statement of historiographic approach that would allow you to 
prove that?  For example:  



-what other data would you need



-how to choose the problem to be discussed



-what kind of reading do you give the text or problem you choose (against what 

        background, to what end)



-what aspect of the work is colored by today's readings, and needs recovering?


6.  Possible significance of such a rereading for intellectual history.

GER 382M/LIN 393:  Readings 

Theories of Language: Origins and Impact of German Philology 

Main Readings 

*All obligatory readings available as .pdf files on Class CD, as selections from the books noted;  if a call number is indicated, text is also available on reserve in PCL.  

Hans Aarsleff.  From Locke to Saussure:  Essays on the Study of Language and Intellectual History.  Minneapolis:  U. Minnesota Press, 1982  [P 106  A2  1982]


=Aarsleff-From Locke to.pdf
Olga Amsterdamska.  Schools of Thought: The Development of Linguistics from Bopp to Saussure.  Boston/Dordrecht:  D. Reidel, 1987  [P 73  A47  1987] 


=Amsterdamska-Schools of.pdf
Hans Arens.  Sprachwissenschaft: Der Gang ihrer Entwicklung von der Entwlicklung von der Antike bis zur Gegenwart.  2nd edition.   Frankfurt:  Fischer Verlag, 1969;  Freiburg/München:  Karl Albers/Orbis Academicus, 1969  [409  Ar 33s  1969]

Leonard Bloomfield.  "Language or Ideas?"  In Katz, Philosophy of Linguistics,  19-25

Michel Bréal.  The Beginnings of Semantics.  Ed. and trans. George Wolf.  Stanford, CA:  Stanford University Press, 1991  [P325  B742  1991]


=Breal-Beginnings of Sem.pdf
Noam Chomsky. Cartesian Linguistics:  A Chapter in the History of Rationalist Thought, NY:  Harper & Row, 1966  [P123  C53]


=Chomsky-Cartesian Lingu.pdf
Hans Helmut Christmann, ed. Sprachwissenschaft des 19. Jahrhunderts. Wege der Forschung 474.  Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1977   [P 49  S65]

J. G.  Fichte. Von der Sprachfähigkeit und dem Ursprung der Sprache


=Fichte-Der Wissenschaften.pdf
Paul L. Garvin, ed. and trans.  A Prague School Reader on Esthetics, Literary Structure, and Style.  Washington, D.C.:  Georgetown University Press, 1964  [P 121  G32]


=Garvin-Prague School Reader.pdf
Jacob Grimm.  Kleinere Schriften:  Reden und Abhandlungen.  2. Auflage, 1. Band.  Berlin:  Dümmler, 1879  [834  G 88  V. 1]


- Kleinere Schriften:  Vorreden, Zeitgeschichtliches und Persönliches.  8. Bd.  Gütersloh:  C. Bertelsmann, 1890  [834   G 88  V. 8]


=Grimm-Kleinere Schriften.pdf

Martin Heidegger.  Excepts from Basic Writings.


=Heidegger-Basic Writings.pdf
Johann Gottfried Herder. Abhandlung über den Ursprung der Sprache.  Ed. Hans Dietrich Irmscher.  Stuttgart:  Reclam, 1966

Johann Gottfried Herder & Jean-Jacques Rousseau.  On the Origin of Language:  Two Essays.  Trans. John H. Moran & Alexander Goode.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1966  [401  M7930]


=Herder-On the Origin of.pdf
Johann Gottfried Herder.  Selected Early Works, 1764-1767.  Eds. Ernest A. Menze and Karl Menges;  trans. Ernest A. Menzi with Michael Palma.  University Park, Pennsylvania:  The Pennsylvania State University Press, 1992  [PT 2352  Z2  1992]


=Herder-Selected Early Works.pdf
Louis Hjelmslev.  "Structural Analysis of Language."  In Katz, Philosophy of Linguistics,  163-171.

Edmund Husserl, Logical Investigations.  Trans. J.N. Findlay from the 2nd German edition.    Vol.  2.  NY:  Humanities Press, 1970  [160  H964LTF  V. 2]


=Husserl-Logical Investi.pdf


= Logische Untersuchungen.  2. Auflage.   2. Bd., I. Teil.  Halle/S.:  Max Niemeyer, 1913  [160  H964 L  V.  2.1]


=Husserl-logische Untersuchungen.pdf
Jerrold J. Katz, ed.  The Philosophy of Linguistics.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press,  1985.   [P121  P437  1985]


=Katz-Philosophy of Ling.pdf
Konrad Koerner.  Practicing Linguistic Historiography:  Selected Essays.  Studies in the History of the Language Sciences, 50.  Amsterdam/Philadelphia:  John Benjamins Publishing Company, 1989  [P 62  K6  1989]


=Koerner-Linguistic Hist.pdf
Julia Kristeva.  Language, The Unknown:  An Initiation into Linguistics.  Trans.  Anne M.  Menke.  NY:  Columbia University Press, 1989 [1981]  [P121  K7413  1989]


=Kristeva-Language-The U.pdf
Winfred P. Lehmann,  ed. and trans.  A Reader in Nineteenth-Century Historical Indo-European Linguistics.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1967  [= Lehmann on syllabus]   [P 511  L4  Main]

August Leskien, Die Declination im Slawisch-Litauischen und Germanischen.  Leipzig:  S. Hirzel, 1876  [415  L565]


=Leskien-Declination in .pdf
Ernst Mach, Knowledge and Error:  Sketches on the Psychology of Enquiry.  Trans. Thomas J. McCormack.  Dordrecht:  D. Reidel, 1976  [BD 163  M173]


=Mach-Knowledge & Error.pdf
Kurt Mueller-Vollmer.  "Thinking and Speaking:  Herder, Humboldt and Saussurean semiotics,"  Comparative Criticism, 2 (1980): 193-214


=Mueller-Vollmer-Thinkin.pdf
Hermann Paul, Principien der Sprachgeschichte.  4. Aufl.  Halle/S.:  Max Niemeyer, 1909  [409  P 28 p 1960]



= Principles of the History of Language.  [409  P28  pts 1889]

=Paul-Sprachgeschichte.pdf
Edward Sapir. Language: An Introduction to the Study of Speech.  NY:  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1921  [P 105  S2  1949]


=Sapir-Language.pdf
Ferdinand de Saussure.  Course in General Linguistics, Ed. Charles Bally & Albert Sechehaye, with Albert Riedlinger.  Trans. Wade Baskin.  NY:  McGraw-Hill, 1966 [P 121  S 363];  London, 1983  [P 121  S 363  1983]

August Wilhelm  Schlegel:  "Briefe über Poesie, Silbenmass und Sprache.


=Schlegel-Kritische Schr.pdf

Friedrich Schlegel.   Über Sprache und Weisheit der Indier (exceprt)


=Schlegel-Sprache und WeA.pdf
Benjamin Lee Whorf.  Language, Thought, and Reality.  Ed. John B. Carroll.  Cambridge:  MIT Press, 1956  [P 27  W53]


=Whorf-Language, Thought.pdf
Ludwig Wittgenstein.  Blue and Brown Books: Preliminary Studies for the 'Philosophical Investigations'.  NY: Harper & Row (Harper Torchbook 1211), 1960  [B 3376  W 563  P 73  1965]


=Wittgenstein-Blue & Brown B.pdf


=Wittgenstein-Blue & Brown.pdf
Wilhelm Wundt, Völkerpsychologie:  Eine Untersuchung der Entwicklungsgesetze von Sprach, Mythus und Sitte, Erster Band:  Die Sprache.  3 ed.  Leipzig:  Wilhelm Engelmann, 1911  [572  W961V  1911 V. 1]


=Wundt-Volkerpsychologie.pdf

-Elements of Folk Psychology:  Outlines of a Psychological History of the Development of Mankind.  Trans. Edward Leroy Schaub.  London:  George Allen & Unwin Ltd.; NY: The MacMillan Company, 1916   [572  W961 eTs]


=Wundt-Elements of Folk.pdf
Useful Items


Oswald Ducrot & Tzvetan Todorov.  Encyclopedic Dictionary of the Sciences of Language.  Trans. Catherine Porter.  Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins UP, 1983 [1973, 2nd Fr. ed.] [in PCL Reference;  P 29  D813]


**Really good historical bibliographies by topics, schools, etc.  


The Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics.  Eds. Asher & Simpson.  Cambridge:  Pergamon, 1994  [PCL Reference -- P 29  E 48  1994]


**Useful background on everything.  A student favorite.


Werner Hüllen, ed.  Understanding the Historiography of Linguistics:  Problems and Projects -- Symposium at Essen, 23-25 November 1989.  Münster:  Nodus Publikationen, 1990  [P62 U52 1990]


**Very nice model studies


Wilhelm von Humboldt.  Linguistic Variability and Intellectual Development.  Trans. George C. Buck & Frithjof A. Raven.  Philadelphia:  University of Pennsylvania Press, 1972 [= Über die Verschiedenheit des menschlichen Sprachbaues und ihren Einfluß auf die geistige Entwicklung des Menschengeschlechts, 1836;  aka Einführung in das Kawiwerk]  [P 103  H813  1972-- not on reserve]  **You can never read too much Humboldt.  


Frederick J. Newmeyer.  The Politics of Linguistics.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1986  [P 93  N48  1986--not on reserve]


** Historically, why should linguistics exist as a separate science?


